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Art Unit: 3761 

DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "61" has been used to designate both a surface side sheet 
and a back side sheet (see specification, page 18, line 16, and page 19, line 12). The 
drawings are also objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the. claims. Therefore, the interlabial pad being . 
orthogonal to the wrapping container must be shown or the feature canceled from the 
claims. See Claim 15. No new matter should be entered. Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of 
an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by'the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it contains more than a 
single paragraph. The abstract also contains more than 150 words. Correction is 
required. See MPEP§ 608.01(b). i 

3. On page 31 , line 9 of the specification, "boding" should be "bonding". On page 
43, line 15 of the specification, "ordinal" should be "ordinary". 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: In Claim 5, line 2, 
"length" should be "width". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-5 and 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0143309 to Glasgow et al. 

7. For Claim 1 , Glasgow teaches an interlabial pad having a size capable of being 
easily inserted between female labia (Figs. 1-16 and paragraph 34). The pad has a pair 
of absorbing sheet bodies for absorbing body fluid (first and second absorbent members 
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20 and 30, Fig. 3 and paragraph 26). Each of the absorbing sheet bodies is unbonded 
at right and left side edges in respect of a longitudinal direction while bonded at both 
ends in the longitudinal direction (Figs. 1-16 and paragraphs 26-31). 

8. For Claim 2, Glasgow teaches the pair of absorbing sheet bodies including a 
main sheet body including a first permeable surface side sheet facing a body side 
(topsheet 21 , Fig. 3 and paragraphs 30 and 32). Glasgow teaches a first permeable or 
impermeable back side sheet facing an opposite side to the body side (back sheet 22, 
Fig. 3 and paragraph 30). A first absorber absorbs body fluid, with the first permeable 
side sheet and the first back side sheet bonded to each other to enclose the first 
absorber (absorbent means 23, Fig. 3 and paragraphs 30, 33, and 34). Glasgow 
teaches a sub-sheet body having a second permeable surface side sheet facing a body 
side, and a second permeable or impermeable back side sheet facing a garment side 
(topsheet 31 and barrier sheet 32, Figs. 3 and 6 and paragraphs 30 and 42). A second 
absorber absorbs body fluid, With the second permeable surface side sheet and the 
second back side sheet bonded each other to enclose the second absorber (absorbent 
element 33, Figs. 3 and 6, paragraphs 30 and 42). 

9. For Claim 3, Glasgow teaches the unbonded areas of the main sheet body and 
the sub-sheet body in the right and left side edges are line-symmetrical with respect to a 
center line in the longitudinal direction of the interlabial pad (Figs. 1-16). 

1 0. For Claim 4, Glasgow teaches the unbonded areas in each of the right and left 
side edges in respect of the longitudinal direction of the interlabial pad, are formed in a 
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range of 2/5 to 4/5 of a whole portion of each side edge (Figs. 1-16 and paragraphs 28 
and 51). 

11. For Claim 5, Glasgow teaches the width of the main sheet body in the lateral 
direction is equal to that of the sub-sheet body in the lateral direction or shorter than that 
of the sub-sheet body in the lateral direction (Figs. 1-16 and paragraph 31). 

12. For Claim 12, Glasgow teaches the interlabial pad being a pad for an 
incontinence of urine (paragraph 24). J 

1 3. For Claim 1 3, Glasgow teaches the interlabial pad being a pad for absorbing 
vaginal discharge (paragraph 24). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

14. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

15. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 
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16. Claims 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over v 
Glasgow in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,007,906 to Osborn, III et al. 

17. For Claim 6, Glasgow teaches the main sheet body being conformable and 
relatively thin and flexible (paragraphs 34 and 36). Glasgow does not expressly teach 
the stiffness of the main sheet body in the lateral direction being smaller than that of the 
sub-sheet body. However, it is well known in the art of absorbent articles for the part of 
a pad closer to the body to be more flexible. Osborn confirms this and teaches an 
interlabial pad (Figs. 1-5, col. 2, lines 13-15 and col. 11, lines 15-20). The interlabial 
pad has a pair of absorbing sheet bodies for absorbing body fluid (Figs. 1-5 and col. 7, 
line 37 to col. 8, line 59). Osborn teaches the stiffness of the main sheet body being 
smaller than that of the sub-sheet body (col. 5, line 67 to col. 6, line 11). Osborn 
teaches that this allows for the main sheet body to conform to the body of the wearer 
(col. 6, lines 8-11). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention by the Applicant to modify the pad of Glasgow to include the 
stiffness of the main sheet body being smaller than that of the sub-sheet body, as 
taught by Osborn, to allow for the main sheet body to conform to the body of the wearer. 

18. For Claim 7, Glasgow does not expressly teach the stiffness of the main sheet 
body in the lateral direction being not more than 1.5 mN. Stiffness is a result effective 
variable, since a more flexible sheet body will conform better to the contours of the 
wearer. The discovery of an optimum value of a result effective variable is ordinarily 
within the ordinary skill in the art. See In re Boesch and Slaney, 205 USPQ 215 (CCPA 
1980). 
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19. Claims 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Glasgow in view of PCT Publication No. WO 99/01093 to Wierlacher et'al. 

20. For Claim 8, Glasgow shows a line in the center of the lateral directions (Figs. 1 1 
and 13. Glasgow does not expressly teach the first absorber inside the main sheet 
body having a line for inducing bending. However, a line for inducing bending is well 
known in the art. Wierlacher confirms this and teaches an absorbent article having an 
absorber with a line for inducing bending (Figs. 1-9). Wierlacher teaches that this 
structure helps the pad conform to the wearer's anatomy (page 20). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Glasgow to include the absorber 
having a line for inducing bending, as taught by Wierlacher, to conform to the wearer's 
anatomy. 

21 . For Claim 9, Glasgow does not teach the sub-sheet body including a protruded 
area which is protruded towards the body side. Wierlacher teaches the sub-sheet body 
including a protruded area, which is protruded towards the body side (Figs. 1-9). 
Wierlacher teaches that this configuration helps the pad conform to the wearer's 
anatomy (page 20). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Glasgow to include the sub-sheet body including a protruded area which is 
protruded towards the body side, as taught by Wierlacher, to conform to the wearer's 
anatomy. 

22. For Claim 10, Glasgow does not teach the sub-sheet body including a mini sheet 
piece for forming a finger insertion opening between the second back side sheet and 
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the mini sheet piece on the garment side of the second back face side sheet of the sub- 
sheet body. Wierlaeher teaches a mini sheet piece for forming a finger insertion 
opening between the second back side sheet and the mini sheet piece on the garment 
side of the second back face side sheet of the sub-sheet body (Figs. 1 -9 and page 19). 
Wierlaeher teaches that the mini sheet piece allows the user to hold the pad in an open 
hand without exerting any force, so that application to the body can be performed with a 
single movement (page 20, lines 1-20). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Glasgow to include a mini sheet piece for forming a finger 
insertion opening, as taught by Wierlaeher, to allow the user to hold the pad in an open 
hand without exerting any force so that application to the body can be performed with a 
single movement. 

23. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Glasgow 
in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,910,137 to Clark et al. 

24. For Claim 1 1 , Glasgow teaches all the limitations of Claim 1 , as described above 
in paragraph 7. Glasgow does not teach the interlabial pad being used together with a 
sanitary napkin. However, it is known in the art to use pads in combination. Clark 
teaches layering a series of absorbent pads on top of one another (Figs. 1^10 and col. 
4, lines 22-32). Clark teaches that the layered pads may be of any geometry used in 
the feminine hygiene field (col. 4, lines 47-50). Clark teaches that layering the pads 
allows for removal of pads one by one as they become soiled (col. 12, lines 40-48). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Glasgow to include 
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a sanitary napkin.as taught by Clark, to allow for removal of pads as they become 
soiled. 

25. Claims 14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Glasgow in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,1 31 ,736 to Farris et al. 

26. For Claims 14 and 16, Glasgow teaches all the limitations of Claims 1 and 2, as 
described above in paragraphs 7 and 8. Glasgow does not teach a wrapping container 
for individually wrapping the interlabial pad, with the interlabial pad enclosed in the 
wrapping container. However, individual wrapping containers for interlabial pads are 
well known in the art. Farris confirms this and teaches an individual wrapping container 
for an interlabial pad (Figs. 1-7 and col. 1, lines 5-8). Farris teaches that the container 
allows for ready retrieval of the interlabial pad and allows for use of the pad without 
touching the pad itself (col. 3, line 66 to col. 4, line 4). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Glasgow to include 
an individual Wrapping container, as taught by Farris, to permit ready retrieval of the pad 
and use of the pad without touching the pad itself. 

27. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Glasgow 
in view of Wierlacher and further in view of Farris. 

28., For Claim 1 5, Glasgow/Wierlacher teach all the limitations of Claim 1 0, as 
described above in paragraph 22. Glasgow does not teach a wrapping container for 
individually wrapping the interlabial pad, with the interlabial pad enclosed in the 
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wrapping container, nor the pad being orthogonal to the wrapping container. Farris 
teaches an individual wrapping container for an interlabial pad, as described above for 
Claims 14 and 16 in paragraph 26. Applicant's specification does not disclose that 
having the pad be orthogonal to the wrapping container serves any stated purpose or 
solves any particular problem. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to modify Glasgow to include an individual wrapping 
container, as taught by Farris, for the same reasons as described above for Claims 14 
and 16 in paragraph 26, and to have the wrapping container take any configuration 
which encloses the pad. 

Conclusion 

29. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent Nos. 6,315,766 to Drevik, 5,964,689 to McFall, 
5,624,421 to Dabi efal., 5,169,394 to Jean, 5,087,254 to Davis, 4,595,392 to Johnson 
et al., and 4,425,130 to DesMarais show interlabial pads with sheet bodies bonded at 
both ends. U.S. Patent No. 5,507,735 to Van Iten et al. shows a protruded area in a 
sub-sheet body. U.S. Patent No. 6,500,160 to Mizutani et al shows a package which is 
orthogonal to the absorbent pad within. The remaining prior art references listed on the 
accompanying Form PTO-892 show the general state of the art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paula L. Craig whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5964. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:00PM M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tanya Zalukaeva can be reached on (571)272-1 1 15. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

Paula L Craig 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3761 
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